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Via s hi as ton, E.C, 20 CC 6 

Dear Mr, Fenaterwald: 






T-.r* Harold Vfeisberg has advised me that you have asked for an outline of mv 

interview with James Earl Raj— an event which fans n^ hope that' 
contrary to your letter of November 4 , such an interview might soon £ ScSa! 

However , I also understand that you have written to Mr Ray tellin* him not to 

such Svtf J Sn t ing . th Vt tCOme ° f Ms le ® al P^itions. 7 VJheSe?“tS o? no? 

. . ~ s understandable as my letter of November 22 affirms, though 1 trust 

_t sprang tram a general concern and not from any specific animosity toward me 
and my project. You should know that I have from the beg?nn™Sesa?T?Sa? l 

xp 13 cau> =''j and that my interview would be subject to your review, 

,“tf ^= for tt the v maw - ‘ 

liay s chances for a fair judicial process, J know others find the «t-te^ 

gESKftg SS» ly -”°^ S *t? ief hive ** locfcrt up for.^, „LweV 
nirJ nn n (r raia *» ln ™ 7 opln:Lon thirl S 3 like Ko n Rosenbaum's Village Voice 

piece on the "intermediary" casts doubts on the credibility of ■■ Hg Ta& T^- 

“ 30 ^ ° Wlth a Mt of n®dia redrew but then. . .) I would not, obviously 

• Mm^ e «WLLr?H al ° 0 4. add . thit l4r ' Weisberg'hai told' me that you suspect- 

in Nashville "for VeisbergTnd 1 ^ ° ffer to ^ the ex Pense; 

interview -M +Vil^L + “ 3 d , * Lesar when the 7 accompanied me to do the 

heavy during the ?f “ ax P nses and Fours have been 

been" made, I assure you. ^ ace ^ d fair - no other offer has 

Suffer S LffKS’taiS Jf h S'?°af5??s i0n /a f tha * this 

T bpi t mrc jj, -r : _ , " ^ Eij.air,j* And I make the plea only because 

With best wishes for the holiday season and for a favorable ruling from Judge 
McRae, I remain in hopeful waiting. g 



Sincerely, 
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BUIE? OUTLINE OF PROPOSED INTERVIEW VJITH JAMES EARL HAY 
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NOTES: (1) The broad outline- of question-areas is just that; given the nature 

--s impossible to put down precisely what questions 
might be asked or what responses madB„ 

(2) ^unsel for Mr. Ray (Messrs. Fens te maid, Lesar and Neisberg} may review 
the typescript of the interview and edit it in accordance with tLir 
estimates of its impact on Mr. Ray's legal situation. 

(.3/ Any or all of Mr. Ray's counsel may attend the interview sessions 
foremost t0 d ° S ° tC en£rure that Mr « Ray's interests are held 

^ Jol;^ P , e riii f d he remairi the Property of James McKinley, bat 

copies will be provided to Mr, Ray and his lawyers on request. 

^ of p this interview will remain the exclusive property of 

J-mes McKinley for purposes of .publication in Playboy magazine 'and : ■ - 

• " n r erT/le ^’ Pmnted or broadcast, will be released prior to ‘ 
the pub. i cation of this interview* 

LITE'S OF THE IM^RVTFTXr 
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I. RAY'S PREVIOUS INCARCERATIONS, INCLUDING MISSOURI 

’ ga^ Jenctions : What does ' JER think the -1950* s judicial Astern did 

^ Cb f n r s were there then of "rehabilitation"? 

^ Pr ° d “' Sd bT ‘ hla WaUn and ^ 

B- Sg | 5 jiy^tg t . 5wS. %fe v !!y ? w «* *•« *«er 

j u . , c "‘ u " r ~ L ^ toward tne judicial process were 

engendered m his case? What in the case of others? 

• C * ^U°ns: Are fantasies _ of escape and flight the' result 'of ' ' 

hat causes th “ desire to escape? 

Sf ilf 6 - ee VV S ? la t st aGt? Was JER influenced by anyone who 

nS storles of 1515 mmM •*>*•» '«**••*. 

II. RAY'S POST-MLK INCARCERATION 

"• ilifS 325.= tWK- « m other frh* tli 
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1. In England: Conditions of JER's arrest, treatment, and of the 

initial allegations against him — their, tone, manner, weight, * 

2. In Tennessee: Conditions of JER's return, his treatment by Shelby 

County authorities, his initial relations with Huie and Hanes as a 
function of that' treatment, and what if any. "jail fear", may have . 
resulted (why? so what?). . ’ 

3. Situation of JER and family: At time of his return, did the situation 

of his family influence JER? How? What later reaction did JER have 
to John’s arrest for bank robbery? V V {u .• 

B. Conditions After Guilt? Plea f Including reactions to "special handling"]. 

1* Threats ' JSR suffer threats on. his life after his arrest for 

the King killing? Were these the first in his career? What effect 
did his mini- trial (and Huie-Hanes-Stoner) have on JER's decision 
to try again to escape? , 

2. Solitary Confinement: What attitudes has solitary perhaps croduced 
or hardened? What is the prison "code" regarding solitary for a 
prisoner like JER? As a result, of his jail treatment, . does JER- see 
himself differently now compared to before King’s death?' In what 
ways? How. much of that change, if any, has been prison- croduced? ^ 
What has solitary done to him long-term, does JER think? 



HI. LATEST ATTEMPT TO WIN JUSTICE FOR JER 

■ A * History Culminating in Memphis Hearing (to date) : ; 






1. JER ' s Views: How from JER's view did the successful Fensterwald- 

Lesar-Vfeisberg handling get started for him? What were JER's 
initial reactions relative to his previous experience with lawyers? 
How does he now 1 feel about his chances for a new trial? [Assuming' 
by publication a new trial has been granted, hew does he feel about 
that?j .How does JER assess the current effective representation 
versus the Hanes-Huie-Stoner axis? 

2. Background: Roes it matter (and if so, hew much) to J(ER that if 
acquit .,,ed of King charges he may still face Missouri charges? 

How does this attitude reflect his feelings about parole and' 
"justification," relatively? * 

3. Miscellaneous: VJhat are JER's reactions to the vast exertions on 

his behalf by current cousel, including the skillful handling of 
the Memphis evidentiary hearing? Would his previous lawyers find it 
ironic that he is now represented by civil libertarians? What is 
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his reaction from the "defendant’s" view of Livingston’s "intermediary" 
story and its effect on his case's credibility? What would be JER's 
advice to other people charged of crimes in thsr choice of lawyers and 
, their knowledge and use of judicial procedures? How would he like to 

ivl-- see the judicial and prison systems reformed? ; /. I >X- . - , 

17. RAY*S PERSONAL REACTIONS 

A. 1o Written Reports of King Case . .i 

1. Books: How does JEH feel new about Huie's book, especially its overall 

conclusion that his "weak ego" led to him killing King? How does he 
feel about the various merits of different written theories of the 
slaying, e.g, the "rich .'white racist" theory, the “CIA" theory the 
"Black Panther" theory, the "SCLC dissension" theory? Does JER 
think Frank's book has been harmful or helpful? How and why? Do 

any of. these written reports. affect his thinking about either. his 
defense or about the broadscale. implications of his case? If so how? 

• ..■:••• - 

2. Other Media: How does JER feel about media coverage of his case? 

. Why? Who? What can be dene about it? 

B. ps Own Account of Activities Around King's Death. [Consistent with 
Memphis Testimony}, 



1. 



Travels: What are his reasons (vis'a vis Kuie, Frank, et al) for 

leaving L. A., coming to. Hew Orleans, buying a. rifle, etc.? . Could 
he estimate as a per-cent how much of what he told Kuie' about 
Canada, Mexico, and Birmingham is accurate now in longer recollection? 
- ^eight.does he give to the fact that he, had he wanted to, could 
n^ve icllowed King. to Selma .easier than to Memphis?. What is' JER'S 
reaction to Weis berg's reported telephone contact with a " Raoul®? 

rjemphis: Why was he in Memphis? Where stay? Did he meet anyone? 

■/)hut does he now think of the Raoul "cover"? JER'S location when 
snot was fired? Does he know of more than one Mustang? Will there 
be new evidence of his innocence at his new trial? What is his 
reaction to the ballistic evidence? Did JER see the bundle dropped 
a*. Canape s? Does he think he has a big-enough ego, a 'la Huie, to 
leave all .that evidence around? Why did JER go to Atlanta? When 
surnj_ng ify did he realize he Had been set-up? 

Subsequent Adventures: Hew closely did JER follow his supposed 

activities m the media? Did their stories influence him, and how? 
kfhat is his reaction now to Huie's "fat man" tale of the envelone? 
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s: a"5„? £1K 5** hl = «r?“ 

{£*• f* te " r r »»i i »„? c -S‘d'-hfe^ tiS ^ °?,r4T^ 

one? ^ --T —l trouble but that he. was there 

4 ‘ SrS^° U TP wS-ff^. 11881 eaiiSht in Landon *** would he 
L?i f decided to lie low for awhile, would he have 

l! r 3^ 

b^.Lue ab^^t? q£5e M ' S fa7rdl7? CouId : or should something 



V. Pdl'S FUTURE 

A. Speculations 



1 . 



2 . 



3 * 



J°f?^ ^ -I i. granted and ' 

MS-S £2» ;HL" '!£* *«■* 

^S^ltf 114 " 83 ' **• — — of the^wrrtry m he’now 
llinSaVSiath br 'T , T t intrrprotation of the eisnificance of 
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